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This term, our topic will be about Elements, Mixtures and 
Compounds. We will be exploring the differences and 
similarities between solids, liquids and gases and what the 
atoms of these may look like and how they may act. We will 
also undertake a range of experiments linking to boiling points 
and separating mixtures—making sure we apply our 
understanding of a fair experiment. We will also look at metals 
and alloys, what they are made from and their properties.  

We hope that you have had a lovely Christmas holiday and been able to make the 
most of it with your family and friends. Pupils had a brilliant last half-term and are now 
in full swing working towards units for their accreditations and work experience 
opportunities. Pupils also worked very hard towards their virtual Christmas 
performance and enjoyed lots of Christmas festivities, such as our Christmas dinner 
and party.  
 
This half-term, we are starting a new topic linked to Community Inclusion, which will 
last for the Spring Term. We will also continue with our work experience 
opportunities—a separate letter has been sent out to make you aware of what your 
child will be taking part in this half-term.  
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to 
contact us via the school office or email 
emily.thompson@saxonhill.shaw-education.org.uk.  
 
We will be trying to minimise the transfer of equipment 
from home to school and back again so the home school 
diaries will be used for important messages only. We will 
ensure that we upload lots of photos onto the Evidence 
for Learning app so that you can see what your child has 
been learning each week.  



 

In our English 
lessons this half term, we will be writing 
a short poem and a vlog script.   

This will link with our topic about 
‘Community Inclusion’ and ties into 
some of our learning about fashion 
during last half-term’s enterprise topic. 
We will be able to use this learning to 
start gaining credits for our OCN 
qualifications and building skills needed 
for our AQA Entry Level English.  

 

In Maths this half term, 
we will be looking at measure, money and 
some multiplication and division. We will also 
continue to practise our mental maths skills at 
the start of each lesson to help with maths in 
everyday life.   

We will also be able to use this learning to 
start gaining credits for our OCN qualifications 
and building skills needed for our AQA Entry 
Level Maths.  

 
This half-term, we will be starting a new topic called ‘Community Inclusion’. This will link to 
our work experience opportunities as well as the foundation subjects, such as looking and 
cooking food from other cultures, exploring different beliefs and religions as well as art from 
around the world.  

Some pupils in Hornbeam Hub are working towards building up units towards an OCN Skills 
for Living and Work qualification whilst others will be working towards AQA Entry Level Maths 
and English. These units will be linked into our core subject lessons as well as some of our 
afternoon lessons.  

Wendy Arnfield will also be continuing to work with pupils out in the community and in school 
focusing on key skills for life after Saxon Hill. Pupils will be timetabled each half-term to 
undertake a range of work experiences in and out of school. Information on your child’s work 
experience plan for this half-term was sent out before the holiday. Please let us know if you 
have any questions or queries.  

 

 

Please be aware that the weather can be very unpredictable at this time of 
year and ensure your child has a coat or extra layers when in school.  

We try to continue taking pupils outside for play at break and lunch time, 
weather permitting.  

We will have the use of the Rebound room Thursday mornings once 
a fortnight. If not out on work experience,  your child will attend 
rebound once a fortnight.   

PE is second session on a Monday afternoon and will be taught by 
Charlie from Burton Albion.  

We are looking to commence hydrotherapy again shortly on a Wednesday afternoon for 
pupils who would benefit. We will let you know when this is due to start.  
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